THE CYPRUS ENVIRONMENTAL
STAKEHOLDER FORUM

BUILDING ENVIRONMENTAL BRIDGES
WITHIN CYPRUS AND ABROAD

Rationale

In Cyprus the environmental community is large but fragmented, and
needs support, in particular b in raising its woice on the global stage.
Launched in January 2007, the Cyprus Environmental Slakeholder Forum
{CE5F) i5 a bi-communal, multidisciplinary network of environmental
stakeholders willing to agree on a list of common environmental
priorities which they will advocate together locally and at international
environmental events. In Cyprus, environmental civil society
organisations can acguire a stronger voice through the creation of this
common, island-wide forum. Key partners in this project will be the
Cyprus Technical Chamber (ETEK) and the Union of Chambers of Turkish
Cypriot Engineers and Architects (KTMMOB), who recently produced a
seminal report on the need for bi-communal cooperation between
enwironmental experts (this report can be found on www.undp-act.org).

Working groups under the umbrella of the CESF

‘Within the structure af the CESF, there are semi-autonomous warking
groups, or "sub-committeas®, chaired by a member of the CESF, bul
extending beyond the CESF membership to include organisations and
people who are experts or stakeholders in specific thematic areas. For
each of these projects, the CESF acts as a peer review committee,
reviewing progress on a regular basis and providing support as required.
For the mament, two working groups are active:




® Network for a Sustainable Future: this project, led by the NGO AKTI,
invelves a range of €S0 partners in Cyprus and abroad, with the
following objectives:
u Metworking: to develop such dynamics in order to create a network
of organisations in Cyprus (NGOs and C5035) and in the region of
Mediterrarean, on issues related to the environment, sustainable
development and the encouragement of public participation
u Capacity-building: Development of the skills and human resources
needed to successfully run an NGO/ C50

These purposes are promoted and effectuated through implemented
practice and activities, around a specific theme: Sustainable Coastal
Development. The MNetwork has been in contact with significant
international organisations in this community of practice, including the
UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan, the EU's ENCORA programme and
network, the EUCC ete. The Network operates an e-Help desk on issues
related to sustainable development and Integrated Coastal Zone
Management: aktiGakti.org.cy.

® Biodiversity and Conservation working group: This group is composed
of two projects sponsored by UNDP-ACT:
m “"Setting the foundations for a Pancyprian Metwork of Mature
Conservation Organisations™: this project, led by Intercollege, includes a
wide range of Cypriot NGOs and will create a series of databases which

will be hosted on the CESF website, including:

= A “who is who" database of environmental stakeholders on the island
- Funding opportunities for environmental NGOs in Cyprus

= Environmental education opportunities

m Biodiversity in the Buffer Zone: This project is led by a bi-communal
team of experts in different aspects of biodiversity (mammals, reptiles
etc.) who are systematically scanning the bulfer zone for rare and
endangered species, in order to highlight the conservation value of that
area of Cyprus. The team leader is also a member of the CESF steering
committee, and this project forms the research branch of the CESF.

Many more thematic projects are expected to be added to the CESF
struclure a3 it evolves.

Membership

The stakeholder group is open to a wide range of members, inclueding:
» Environmental NGOs or their individuasd members
® Environmental educatons
® Journalests who tend to cover environmantal ssues
# Environmental engincers
» Leading environmental academics
® Koy business leaders interested in the Global Compact
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